FOREWORD                                  XV

This book is not a Survey of World Literature; but, as no general
idea is offered without some definite illustration, a vast number of
facts had to be quoted, Yet the thought itself should be clear without
the fact; and it would be highly desirable if, for the facts adduced
in this "Introduction," each reader would substitute others from the
fund of his own experience. Every college freshman has read enough
to discuss intelligently the basic problems of World Literature; a few
plays, a few novels, a few poems, will suffice for a start. Even a film
could serve to illustrate mimesis, hamartia, catharsis and all the pro-
fundities of Aristotle. For a start: it is definitely understood, of course,
that any student who takes up this work is pledging himself to read
books, many books, good books, and difficult books. But do not be-
lieve that erudition must precede any attempt at intelligent criticism.
Knowledge and reasoned appreciation should start together and
progress hand in hand.

In the course of this study, we shall have to traverse the whole
field of literature several times, starting from different points. This
involves repetitions, which I have not sought to avoid. It involves also
apparent contradictions, for which I do not apologize. These contra-
dictions indicate in some cases problems which could not be thoroughly
canvassed in this (comparatively) brief survey; in other cases, they
reveal difficulties which I have not been able to resolve in my own
mind, I am still taking as well as offering courses in World Litera-
ture, This is a report on work in progress: not a lengthy epitaph on
the gravestones of dead masterpieces.

A. G.
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